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Enhance public access to information and contribute to the 
prevention and reduction of pollution of the environment.
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Aarhus Convention
Promoting inclusive and effective access to information, public participation in decision-making and access 
to justice

Provides solid legal framework and set of practical 
guidance on access to information, public participation in 
decision-making and access to justice regarding pollution- 
and waste- related issues 

Major Work Areas and Mechanisms, and Lead Countries

• Access to Information (Lead country: Republic of Moldova)

• Public Participation in Decision-making (Lead country: Italy) 

• Access to Justice (Lead country: Belgium)

• Genetically modified Organisms (Lead country: Austria)

• Public Participation in International Forums (Lead country: France)

• Protection of Environmental Defenders (Lead countries: Austria, Ireland)

• Compliance (Compliance Committee comprised of independent experts)

• Reporting

Cross-cutting treaty: relevant to 
international processes dealing 
with pollution and waste

Open for accession to all UN Member 
States 

unece.org/environmental-policy-1/public-participation
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Collect data                         Access data easily                  Make decisions – fact based 

Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 

Reporting tool for industry to provide data on their
emissions (monitoring pollutant releases to water, air 
and land over time)
Database that facilitates data management
Data visualization tool that sets emissions in spatial 
and other context (e.g. health, infrastructure, 
demographic and economic data) making data 
accessible and more useful
Tool for fact-based decision making at multiple levels

Link with other MEAs and instruments 

PRTRs are used for multiple reporting 
obligations and across sectors making best 
use of synergies

PRTRs are used for the sound management of 
chemicals

Strong linkage with other Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements and initiatives 
e.g.: Stockholm Convention, Minamata 
Convention and UNFCCC Climate Change 
related reporting

Investing in PRTRs is investing in the infrastructure needed to prevent and reduce pollution 

Global instrument, open to all UN Member States

unece.org/env/pp/protocol-on-prtrs-introduction

86 substances
GHGs, POPs, Phenols, Heavy 
metals, Pesticides, TOC, PM10, 
etc.
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Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 

Fourth Global Round Table on PRTRs – 
Geneva, 20-21 November 2024

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-
prtrs

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOqtFs2WSzsdnBByrSq
hMO4_n7gkA3U9F 

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-prtrs
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-prtrs
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOqtFs2WSzsdnBByrSqhMO4_n7gkA3U9F
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOqtFs2WSzsdnBByrSqhMO4_n7gkA3U9F
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Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 

• Fourth Global Round Table on PRTRs – Geneva, 20-21 
November 2024

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-
prtrs 
→Mr. Marcos ORELLANA, United Nations Special Rapporteur on 

toxics and human rights (pre-recorded video statement) :
→A/HRC/57/52: Pollution information portals: strengthening access to 

information on releases of hazardous substances - Report of the Special 
Rapporteur

https://undocs.org/A/HRC/57/52 

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-prtrs
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-prtrs
https://unece.org/node/399343
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/57/52
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Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 

• Fourth Global Round Table on PRTRs – Geneva, 20-21 
November 2024

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-
prtrs 
→Mr. Szilard ERHART, Science for Monitoring, Modelling & 

Evaluation, Joint Research Centre, European Commission PDF

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-prtrs
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-prtrs
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/5_Erhart_final_Integrating%20PRTRs%20for%20Corporate_climate_risk_assessment_Erhart_2024_UN_OECD.pptx-2.pdf
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Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 
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Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 



Collect data                         Access data easily                  Make decisions – fact based 

Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 

• Tenth meeting of the Working Group of the Parties to the 
Protocol on PRTRs – Geneva, 27-28 November 2023

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/tenth-meeting-working-
group-parties-protocol-prtrs 

→Mr. Pierre QUIBLIER, UN Environment Programme on Global 

Framework on Chemical - PDF

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/tenth-meeting-working-group-parties-protocol-prtrs
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/tenth-meeting-working-group-parties-protocol-prtrs
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-12/PRTR-WGP10_3_UNEP-GFC-ICCM5.pdf
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Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 

Reporting tool for industry to provide data on their
emissions (monitoring pollutant releases to water, air 
and land over time)
Database that facilitates data management
Data visualization tool that sets emissions in spatial 
and other context (e.g. health, infrastructure, 
demographic and economic data) making data 
accessible and more useful
Tool for fact-based decision making at multiple levels

Link with other MEAs and instruments 

PRTRs are used for multiple reporting 
obligations and across sectors making best 
use of synergies

PRTRs are used for the sound management of 
chemicals

Strong linkage with other Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements and initiatives 
e.g.: Stockholm Convention, Minamata 
Convention and UNFCCC Climate Change 
related reporting

Investing in PRTRs is investing in the infrastructure needed to prevent and reduce pollution 

Global instrument, open to all UN Member States

unece.org/env/pp/protocol-on-prtrs-introduction
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Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 

• Fourth Global Round Table on PRTRs – Geneva, 20-21 
November 2024

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-
prtrs 
→Ms. Shanshan DING, Director, Institute of Public and Environmental 

Affairs China (pre-recorded video statement) PDF

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-prtrs
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/fourth-global-round-table-prtrs
https://unece.org/node/399346
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/4_IPE_20241120%20Global%20Round%20Table%20on%20PRTRs.pdf
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Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 
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Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers – 
Protocol on PRTRs 

• International instruments linked to PRTR implementation 
directly: Aarhus Convention, Escazu Agreement, OECD 
council recommendations and of course the Protocol on 
PRTRs. 

• Protocol on PRTRs defines legally binding international 
standards on reporting of pollution releases. 

• OECD has numerous guidance material to facilitate a 
harmonised approach on reporting pollutant releases through 
national PRTR systems. 

• Modern PRTRs use the PRTR reporting and data dissemination 
infrastructure to collect data on resources (water, raw 
materials consumption), energy consumption and production 
volume data.
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Aarhus Convention
Promoting inclusive and effective access to information, public participation in decision-making and access 
to justice

• Ninth meeting of the Task Force on Access to Information under 
the Aarhus Convention – Geneva, 7-8 November 2024

→ https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/ninth-meeting-task-force-
access-information-under-aarhus-convention  

• Item 3: Access to environment-related product information 
(b): development of respective digital product passports and 
other tools to support reporting on environment, social and 
governance (ESG) performance and prevent greenwashing

→Mr. Steve CAPELL, UN/CEFACT Vice Chair (video statement) PDF

→Statement by Ms. Kamola KHUSNUTDINOVA, UN/CEFACT 

Secretary PDF
unece.org/environmental-policy-1/public-participation

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/ninth-meeting-task-force-access-information-under-aarhus-convention
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/ninth-meeting-task-force-access-information-under-aarhus-convention
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FxXbXwwKASC8&data=05%7C02%7Cmaryna.yanush%40un.org%7Cd02317fc333f4723650d08dcfceaf83c%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638663333320747825%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X3jeEdFFY1rAz2KLf6LVDzFZNdFBAH%2BtTwtWF72CRGA%3D&reserved=0
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/8Nov_am_9TFAI_3b_API_DPP_2_UNCEFACT_Capell.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/8Nov_am_9TFAI_3b_API_DPP_1_UNCEFACT_secretariat_statement_KK%5B1%5D.pdf
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Aarhus Convention
Promoting inclusive and effective access to information, public participation in decision-making and access 
to justice

Provides solid legal framework and set of practical 
guidance on access to information, public participation in 
decision-making and access to justice regarding pollution- 
and waste- related issues 

Major Work Areas and Mechanisms, and Lead Countries

✓   Chaired by Lithuania; Vice-Chairs: Georgia and the Netherlands

• Access to Information (Lead country: Republic of Moldova)

• Public Participation in Decision-making (Lead country: Italy) 

• Access to Justice (Lead country: Belgium)

• Genetically modified Organisms (Lead country: Austria)

• Public Participation in International Forums (Lead country: France)

• Protection of Environmental Defenders (Lead countries: Austria, Ireland)

• Compliance (Compliance Committee comprised of independent experts)

• Reporting

Cross-cutting treaty: relevant to 
international processes dealing 
with pollution and waste

Open for accession to all UN Member 
States 

unece.org/environmental-policy-1/public-participation



Thank you

More information

Website https://unece.org/environmental-policy-1/public-participation

Key guidance material https://unece.org/environment-policy/public-
participation/key-guidance-material

PRTR.net https://prtr.unece.org/    

Email kristof.doucot@un.org

Collect data                         Communicate data                  Make decisions – fact based 

https://unece.org/environmental-policy-1/public-participation
https://unece.org/environment-policy/public-participation/key-guidance-material
https://unece.org/environment-policy/public-participation/key-guidance-material
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